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The Honorable Edward J. Devitt 
United States District Judge 
United States Courthouse 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101 

Re: United States vs. Reilly 
Tar & Chemical Corporation, 
et al. ' Civ. 3-80-512 

Dear Judge Devitt: 

We represent Reilly Tar & Chemical Corporation, one 
of the defendants in the above matter, in an action which was 
commenced recently. The complaint was served yesterday. We 
also received yesterday a copy of a motion by the State of 
Minnesota and its Pollution Control Agency for leave to inter
vene as a plaintiff. 

At the time that the motion was served upon us, one of 
the attorneys for the P.C.A. stated that although the case has 
been assigned to you, you might re-assign the case to another 
judge because your daughter, Terry Hoffman, is the Executive 
Director of the P.C.A. 

We have consulted with our clients concerning this 
question and wish to advise that Reilly Tar & Chemical Corp. has 
no objection to your continued handling of the case. We do not 
believe that your daughter's position would affect your rulings 
or your ability to be objective. Moreover, although the P.C.A. 
seeks to become a co-plaintiff, the events that give rise to 
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this lawsuit all occurred prior to the closure of the Reilly 
Tar plant in 1972. The investigations and decisions made by 
the B.C.A. at that time were made when either John Badalich 
or Grant Merritt were serving as Executive Director. 

Accordingly, we respectfully request that you not 
disqualify yourself from this case and that you not assign 
the matter to another judge. 

EJS;js 

Francis X. Hermann 
Stephen Shakman 
Wayne Popham 
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